
Wallrocks of the Hodges 

Complex and Tyler Lake 

Granite, West Torrington, CT

Charles Merguerian

Duke Geological Laboratory

Stone Ridge, NY 









The History Channel: Super City – New York

22 September 2008



Hollywood Fat Cat Merguerian and Director of Operations Genevieve Glasson

at Hofstra Geology “Hammy” Awards Presentation (2008)



Let’s Go Back

In Time From

Today to the

Cambrian!
Club Med

Conditions



Paleo-equator

Paleo-shoreline

after Kay, 1951



~ 450 Ma Taconian Arc – Passive Margin Collision

Modern Analogue



Taconian Accretionary Prism





James Gates Percival

[1795-1856] 

➢ Accomplished

➢ Smart Guy

➢ Geologist

➢ Naturalist

➢ Linguist

First Geological Map

Connecticut (1842)



Percival 1842



Finally, He’s 

Going to Chat 

About 

the Hodges

Complex



Gates and Christensen  1965                                  Rodgers et al 1985



Gates and Christensen 1965

Merguerian Decapitates the Octopus 1977



Aerial View from NW, Hodges Nickel Mine



Hodges Mine in West Torrington in 1800s (Cooper 2005, p. 26.)



Overall

• Consists of a single pit, now flooded and 

inactive 

• Measuring 15 feet by 40 feet at the surface

• Most workers describe the Hodges Nickel 

Prospect as lacking any meaningful 

economic value, while the rest disagree 



Pentlandite, Pyrrhotite, Chalcopyrite in Pyroxenite



















Merguerian 1977, 1985

















Hartland Coticule

New Hartford, CT

New Hartford, CT

West Granville, MA

Coticules















SW-Plunging F4 Folds







Dr. Eugene Cameron

Economic Geologist

University Wisconsin

“I don’t know why

they called it

 Cameron’s Line –

It was John Agar

Who told me about it”













Merguerian, 1985



Merguerian 1987







Tyler Lake Granite

466 +/- 12 Ma

Sr 87/86 = 0.7082

Merguerian et al 1984



Hodges Contact Aureole









Merguerian 1977





Ratcliffe et al 2012



Ratcliffe et al 2012



Taconian Accretionary Prism



Duke Geological Lab
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Full Service Geotechnical

Tunneling Analysis

www.dukelabs.com

Genevieve Mickey

Charles



Thanks For Attending

Questions Please ??Biting?

There’s No 

Biting in the 

Hamster 

Industry!

Visit www.dukelabs.com for recent CT geology articles






	Slide 1: Wallrocks of the Hodges Complex and Tyler Lake Granite, West Torrington, CT  Charles Merguerian Duke Geological Laboratory Stone Ridge, NY  
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Overall
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70

